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I can’t remember exactly when or how I met Giulio Giorello, but it must have been in 
the early 1980s.  We certainly knew each other well by 1985 when we attended two 
conferences together.  One was at Gargnano, Lago di Garda in April and the other at 
Evora, Portugal (organised by Fernando Gil) in December.  This led to a period of 
collaboration.  I had done my PhD with Imre Lakatos as supervisor, and Giulio was 
very interested in Lakatos’ work.  So a meeting of minds was perhaps natural.  We 
were both impressed by Lakatos’ historical approach to the philosophy of 
mathematics.  Giulio was interested in applying this approach to the development of 
the calculus, while I was interested in applying it to the development of mathematical 
logic and probability theory.  Giulio and I worked together on a project, which 
eventually became the collection Revolutions in Mathematics, published in 1992.  
Together with Joe Dauben, we gave a session on Revolutions in Mathematics at a 
conference in San Sebastion, Spain in 1990.  As well as developing his own research, 
Giulio encouraged a number of talented students to take an interest in the subject, 
namely Niccolò Guicciardini, Paolo Mancosu, and Marco Panza, who all made 
important contributions.  I also had a talented student in this area, Caroline Dunmore, 
who contributed to the Revolutions in Mathematics collection. 
 
The second project on which I worked with Giulio was concerned more with 
philosophy of science than mathematics, and appeared in 1995 as La Filosofia della 
Scienza nel XX secolo.  After 1995 we did not collaborate so closely, as we had by 
then developed rather different interests, but we continued to meet from time to time.  
Recently these meetings occurred because we were both members of the jury for the 
Fernando Gil prize in philosophy of science, which met in Lisbon. 
 
I always think of Giulio with great affection.  We were good friends for so many 
years, and I always enjoyed meeting him and having a chat about some interesting 
topic.  During the period of our closest collaboration, we often used to meet at 
Oxford, and have long discussions about history and philosophy of science and 
mathematics in the Covered Market.  However, Giulio also became a family friend 
and would come for dinner at our house in London.  He got on particularly well with 
our (then) teenage son. 
 
One great feature of Giulio was his breadth of interests.  He liked staying at Oxford 
on his visits to England, partly because of his interest in English history in the 17th 
century, and specifically Milton’s defence of liberty of the press.  He used to have 
discussions of these topics with Christopher Hill, the Master of Balliol.  One result of 
this line of inquiry was that he edited and wrote an introduction to an Italian 
translation of Milton’s Areopagitica by Salvatore Breglia.  This was published in 
1987.   


